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Transitioning from College to Call/Profession
As you enter the next stage of your life, you will experience changes in feelings, responsibilities, and relationships. The following topics and suggestions can help you to make a smooth transition as you transition from college student to called worker. 
I. 
Leaving MLC
A. When you leave MLC you can expect to feel many emotions ranging from joy to fear. Be sure to…
1. remember that God is with you throughout the process and has a plan for you.

2. share your thoughts and feelings with family and friends.
3. recognize that relationships change as people move and plan ways to keep in contact with friends and family.

4. take care of all responsibilities at MLC (return library books, pay any bills, change addresses of bills, etc.).
5. be an MLC ambassador and recruiter…you will be preparing the next generation of called workers…Encourage young people to think about ministry.
B. On Call Day, 
1. write down everything you hear announced. You may want to have a family member or friend do this for you. 

2. if you receive a call, meet with District President—you may or may not get all your information at this time.

3. remember…God is with you and has chosen you for that particular call.  Be confident and know that the Lord will guide you.  There is no greater or lesser call. 

4. for those unassigned or deferring a call…meet with the synod president after the call service. Keep in touch with Professor Tess. Go to the MLC website for forms and information. 
http://www.mlc-wels.edu/home/administration/offices/cexp/prevgradassigninfo
II.
Preparation for Moving 
A. Questions to ask the calling congregation
1. What are the housing arrangements? (rent, congregational housing, etc?)
2. When is the installation planned? (Be sure to share if you have a conflict due to weddings or other obligations.)
3. Is there help with moving expenses?
4. Who is the point of contact when I arrive?
B.  Before moving…
1. spend time with family and friends

2. change addresses (bills, periodicals, family & friends). The post office has a change of address packet.
3. pack your belongings and include a box with essentials that are carried with you. Include all important papers, tool kit, paper products, medicines, and things you will want when you first move.

4. make sure you have a plan and backup plan for meeting congregational representatives and for moving into your new residence.
III. When you arrive…
A. At the congregation…

1. Meet with the congregational representative/s
2. Find out about…

· Insurances (are you enrolled in your congregation’s health plan? life insurance? etc.)

· What do you need to do about taxes? (withholding for women, saving for quarterly payments for men)

· Banking

· Budgeting

· Driver’s license and license plates if you move to a new state (if you are a newly married woman, you will need birth certificates and marriage certificates for identification)

· Library Card—Is there a teacher card?

· Apartment/housing rules
· Garbage-recycle days

· Noise rules

· Parking rules

· Procedures for maintenance problems

· Doctor, dentist, ophthalmologist
· Utilities

B. Meeting People
1. Communication is a key to making a positive beginning.  Be sure to introduce yourself to people whenever you have the opportunity. 
· Pastor/s
· Principal

· Faculty

· Staff

· Congregational Members

2.  Ask questions

3.  Listen first, then speak
4.  Look to Christ as your model—the humble servant
C. Get involved in 
1. Church

2. Bible Class

3. Activities

4. Meetings

5. Recreational Activities—fitness and fun 
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

